SNI Meeting Minutes for Saturday, May 6, 2023

The regular meeting of the Suburban North Intergroup (SNI) was held on Saturday, May 6, 2023, on Zoom. Wanda C. opened the meeting at 10:05 am with a silent meditation followed by the Serenity Prayer.

Present were:
Board Members: Chair: Wanda C. (also Region 5 {R5} Representative and World Service Business Conference {WSBC} Delegate); Vice Chair: Carolyn S. (also R5 Representative); Acting Treasurer: Neal M; Recording Secretary: Laural R. (also Website Chair); and Acting Corresponding Secretary: Maureen R. (also keeper of SNI Meeting and Sponsorship Lists and Zoom Committee Chair)
Intergroup Representatives (IRs)
· Wednesday 9:30 am St. Marcelline, Schaumburg: June L. (also Designated Downloader)
· Thursday, 7:00 pm St. Giles, Northbrook: Penny N.
· Friday, 10:00 am St. Benedict’s Abbey, Benet Lake, WI: Susan M.
· Saturday, 10:00 am First Church, Crystal Lake: Christine C.G.
Visitor
· Deana B. (R5 Vice Chair)

-Susan M. read the Twelve Steps; Christin C.G. and Maureen R. read the Twelve Traditions; Neal M. reflected on Tradition 5 (Purpose); and Maureen R. read the short version of Concept 5 (Consideration)
-There were no changes and/or additions to the agenda.
-Susan M. read the Standing Rules which were adopted as read.
-The April 1, 2023 Minutes were approved.

Reports/Questions/Clarifications: Reports from the Designated Downloader and Treasurer were sent out prior to the meeting. Updates and other reports are listed here.

Designated Downloader: June L. – (Original Report is posted on SNI website.)
-Look at the items listed under “WSO News Bulletin – April” for important information.
-Region 5’s Spring Post-Assembly Packet C documents are available. 
 https://www.region5oa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Packet-C-Combined-Print-Document.pdf 
-Region 5’s Summer Conference will be held on Zoom on July 15, 2023.
-SAVE THE DATE 2023 Region 5 Virtual Convention: Stepping into The Promises 
September 9 8am-4pmCDT; see flyer for convention chair contact info 
https://www.region5oa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/OA2023ConventionFlyer.pdf 
-Sunday, May 14 Mother’s Day has a Phone Marathon and a Zoomathon. (See Downloader Report)
-Monday, May 29 Memorial Day Phone Marathon (See Downloader Report).
Additional Events
﻿-Saturday, May 20  ﻿Relapse Prevention Workshop  9-11amCDT
https://oa-southjersey.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Relapse-Prevention-Workshop-052023-rev.pdf
Zoom ID: 228 467 1282  Password: recovery
-Monday, May 29  Remembering Our Powerlessness  8:30-10:30amCDT 
https://oa-phila.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-Memorial-Day-Zoom-Flyer.pdf
Zoom ID: 884 2062 7878  Password: Request OAFOHquakertown@gmail.com

Chair Report: Wanda C. – WSBC Highlights
-Seventeen (17) delegates from R5 attended the WSBC with 175 total attendees.
-Served on WSBC Reference Committee which did a lot of work behind-the-scenes to move agenda items to the floor of the conference for a vote.
-Proposal A adopted with amendment: Create a policy that OA avoids use of acronyms and abbreviations in all official documents and communications. “OA” will be exempt. (No past literature will be changed.)
-Proposal B adopted: Create a communications policy by combining WSBC Policies 2008b, 2008d, 2008e.
-Proposal C adopted: Allow service bodies to obtain permission to translate/print translated OA literature through the current licensing process.
-Proposal E adopted with a compromise: Redefine group definitions: open meeting (new definition of open and closed meetings will be included within parentheses), members meeting, focus meeting (will now be called specific focus and specific topic meetings).
-Proposal F adopted: Amend WSBC Policy 1992a  to be more gender neutral. The pronoun “their” will now be used in policies and procedures. No literature already printed will be changed.
-Proposal U adopted: Encourage the use of OA Conference and board-approved literature in OA meetings.  The AA Big Book and the AA Twelve and Twelve are already conference and board-approved.
They can still be used in meetings. Furthermore, OA meeting groups should not “put down” ANY of the approved OA literature, whether it’s OA or AA.
-Two pieces of literature were up for the WSBC Seal of Approval, which requires a simple “yes” or “no” vote. 1. The new diversity pamphlet was approved. 2. The new sponsorship pamphlet, which combined the previous two sponsorship pamphlets, was not approved, because the Thirty Questions were not included in the new pamphlet.
-Wanda C. will now serve on the Bylaws Committee, which will be working on how to better do the Agenda Questionnaire, e.g.-need for more time and perhaps a second meeting to give specific direction to delegates on how to vote, if a proposal from the agenda questionnaire does pass and will be discussed at the WSBC.
-Barb K. will continue to serve as the trustee liaison to Region 5.  

Region 5 Spring Assembly Report: Christine C.G.
-It was an “exciting and energizing experience.” Most of the assembly’s work was on “cleaning up” the Bylaws. Christine C.G. serves on the Professional Information/Public Opinion (PIPO) committee which is working on the “elevator speeches” which members can give to someone who is interested in OA. -Also on the R5 Convention Committee which is looking for members to give service at the convention on September 9, 2023. 

Vice Chair Report: Carolyn S. – Next Workshop Ideas
Labyrinth Journey (Eleventh Step Workshop) -A labyrinth is an ancient symbol of wholeness and has long been used as a meditation and prayer tool. -St. Giles in Northbrook has a labyrinth. -Penny N. will contact St. Giles and seek information. -Wanda C will contact the Milwaukee IG for information on how they conducted this workshop. -SNI reps can google how the labyrinth might tie-in with OA.
“12 Stepping a Problem” -Neal M. suggested designing a “game” with scenarios/situations that members might face. Members would roll the dice and discuss what steps could be used to help them move through the problem. -Both Events would include members taking OA posters to distribute in their areas. (See Poster Party information that was sent in the Eblast.)
 -SNI reps need to look at what workshop packets are available on the OA website and bring back ideas to the June Meeting.

Acting Treasurer Report: Neal M. – No Formal Report until June.
-In May the Treasurer reports on March activity. There was no activity in March. Any April activity will be reported in June.

Recording Secretary Report: Laural R. – No Formal Report

Acting Corresponding Secretary Report: Maureen R. – No Formal Report
-The Thursday 6:30 pm Niles Family Services meeting will be deleted from the meeting list.
- “Must have at least a free Zoom account for authentication” will be added to the Tuesday 7:00 pm McHenry County Tuesday Night Men’s Group on the meeting list.

Business
Recovery Event Poster Party – Refer to the Vice Chair Report.
Writing for the website – Representatives need to write a short recovery story on the topic of being willing vs. trying and send them to Laural R. at lareinhart@comcast.net

Chair Wanda C. closed the meeting at 12:00 pm with the Seventh Step Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Laural R.
SNI Recording Secretary

Next SNI Meeting 	Saturday, June 3, 2023
			10 am to 12 noon





